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of reflection, that this was one of the greatest crimes of the
war censor. His sin was that of commission and omission.
He (I speak in the collective sense) weakened under clamor
to permit mention of the Marines, an order which he
rescinded within forty-eight hours.
Thus were the Marines permitted to take credit for one of
the greatest single exploits of the untrained, untried soldiers
of the nation. He also ruined one of the best stories that
individual war correspondents might hope to write through
personal initiative. And it required many weeks to convince
the General commanding the Third Division, that Mowrer
and I were not responsible for this theft of glory from his
gallant men.
The censor, however, was not the only factor which led to
the mutilation or omission of stories sent out by the cor-
respondents* An intimate knowledge of inside facts occasion-
ally served as a handicap in competing with rivals.
An example of this happened to me early in the war when
the American Air Service was still in its swaddling clothes*
It had only started to draft such fliers as Raoul Lufbery,
William Thaw, and others who had distinguished themselves
as volunteers in the La Fayette Escadrille* The La Fayette
fliers had been a high spot in the European war news for
many months before the United States came into the con-
flict, and Lufbery was especially well known* He had shot
down some twenty German planes.
It was therefore a considerable piece of news when a
German two-seater came cruising into forbidden territory
in the east one day, and Lufbery, who went up to annihilate
the invader, was shot down and killed*
The news that the Franco-American flier had met his end
was soon widely known* The censorship permitted that it be
cabled, and all correspondents sent it at some length* My